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C. E. Trevelyan, The Irish Crisis (1848) L ¥

The deep and inveterate root of social evil remained, and this has been laid bare by a direct stroke of
an all-wise and all-merciful Providence, as if this part of the case were beyond the unassisted power
of man. Innumerable had been the specifics which the wit of man had devised; but even the idea of
the sharp but effectual, remedy by which the cure is likely to be effected had never occurred to any
one. God grant that the generation to which this great opportunity has been offered, may rightly
perform its part, and that we may not relax our efforts until Ireland fully participates in the social health
and physical prosperity of Great Britain, which will be the true consummation of their union. (201)
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The Nation & V)

Parliamentary Returns have just been published, ex.
hibiting the quantity of grain esported from fumishing
Ireland, and also the quantity imported into it, during
eleven months ending 5th December last.,

Ircland has imported during those cleven months
467,065 quarters of corn (of which three-fourths were
Indian corn)—and has within the same time exported
1,776,094 quarters of wheat, barley, and oats. “Thatis
to say, in grain alone we have sent away four timies as
much as we have reecived.

Besides this, Ireland has, within the same period,
sent away many millions’ worth of cattle, poultry, but-
ter, eggs, and other provisions.

Now the one problem we have to solve in future
ycears is plainly, how to kcep our own produce at home
until Irishmen shall be fed out of it first.  Of course
we are addressing Irishmen, and not Englishmen—for
them the problem is exactly the reverse, how to get Irish
corn and cattle to cross the sea to them as heretofore,
The international food question has grown so pressing,
so vital, so overwhelming, that all others merge in it
The ¢ Condition of Ircland question” has come to this
at last—Shall Irislinen eat their bread in the sweat of
their brows, like other civilised and upcivilised inhabi-
tants of the globe?
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THE FOOD TAKEN FROM A STARV
= ING PEOPLE.

FEARFUL SCENES.

MISGOVERNMENT, FAMINE, AND FEVER.

About the year 1840 laodiordisw, as an instrue
wiont for extorting impossible rents from =
wretched tenantry, had attaiced its greateat per~
fecticn. The system was by that time 8o arranged
that the unfortnnata people were allowed the
smallest margio of tbe worst kind of food to
subsist on, while all tho sarplus food of the
bigher quality bad to be =sold mud converted into
rent to satisfy tho demmnds of rapacious land-
lorde, The Quarterly Review for Dscember, 1840,
described the peoplo as ““ground down to powder by
spormous renta which are only paid by the ex«
portation of the great bulk of tbe food raised in the
eountry, leaving those who grow it & bara snb.
sistepce upon potatops eked ont with weeds," It
would, of courag, have beor the duty of a native
Government to have taken eflective steps to bave
put an end to a state of thinga so dangerona as that
described by the Quarierly, Every man who had
inqoired into the condition of Ireland koew well
that the potato crop alone in thres years stood be-
tweon the Irish peoplo and tho horrors of famine,
Tais fact was well known in Eogland, It was re-
cognised Ly the Government, who, bowever, took
no tteps to gnard against the danger further than
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